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OUR MISSION: Help individuals with developmental disabilities reach personal goals 
through individualized skill development, vocational opportunities and community service.

In response to many
community requests

from parents of teens
with autism and other
developmental disabili-
ties, the Center of Hope
has established a special
year-round program for
youth. The Center’s Hope Extended
Life-skills Program (HELP) will
offer an enrichment program for
teenagers with autism and related
disabilities (ages 14 – 18) during
non-school days (holidays, institute
days, spring break, summer vaca-
tion, etc).

The HELP Program offers par-
ents a viable alternative to access-
ing care when their children have
time off from school. Teens with autism
and related disabilities do not transition
well. Many have difficulty coping with
change and get anxious if their daily rou-
tine is altered. Days off from school can
be very stressful for the teens because
their weekly routine has been disrupted.
This stress can cause some teens to act
out or withdraw; this in turn can cause
great stress for the families as well. Some
teens with autism also have intellectual
limitations and learning problems.

Because they don’t have the ability to
express emotions like anger and frustra-
tion in more acceptable ways, they might
express themselves in ways that seem
inappropriate. 

The HELP Program will offer a class-
room alternative to help these students
transition on days off as well as give par-
ents an appropriate and safe setting for
their children during these school holi-
days. Many schools in our community
only have a short summer school period.
The HELP classroom will be held year

round for a total of 71
non-school days. 

Supports for families
who face the extraordi-
nary challenges of par-
enting a child with spe-
cial needs are funda-
mental to family and

child well being, and to healthy
communities. Families who are in
the work force and have teens that
require out of school support are in
a very different position from fami-
lies with typical teens. Registration
in advance is required and families
will be asked to pay a portion of the
cost of $12.00 per hour, using a slid-
ing fee scale based on family
income. Please contact Vickey

Alexander at 815-964-9275 ext 233 for
further information.

The Wm. Howard Trust granted us funding in
2009 towards making this program possible.
“The William Howard Charitable Trust was
established in 1982 as the charitable component
of the companies of William Charles, Ltd. Those
companies include William Charles
Construction, William Charles Real Estate and
The William Charles Waste Companies. Together
they comprise one of the largest, locally owned
companies in the region.”
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Hope Extended
Life-skills Program (HELP)

now at BOCOH
Oct 9, ‘09
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Jan. 15
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Please check non-school days requested (Maximum of 71 days per year)

Debbie and Kendall Boone with Tony Artale at Artalé Wine Company.

The wines were wonderful

Last November,                                                       on Spring Creek
hosted a Wine Tasting to benefit the Center of Hope. Five distrib-

utors presented over 45 wines from the U.S. and abroad to sample,
and Josef - Barbados provided enticing appetizers. This evening
turned out so enjoyable and successful that we’ve scheduled anoth-
er tasting for later this year. 

Keep the evening of Friday Dec. 3, 2010, 
open and join us at Artalé Wine Co. again.



Do You FACEBOOK?  Now you can find out what
is happening at the Center of Hope anytime. 
Barbara Olson Center of Hope is on FACEBOOK!  Log in to see
what’s happening at the Center. This is a great way to find out
and participate in the Center’s smaller events, like a bake sale,
health fair or job opening. Please join as a fan and let your friends know about us
too. And please, post your thoughts. We would appreciate hearing from you.
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This has been an unprecedented
year for everyone living in the Rock

River Valley. Unemployment has risen
to 20%, the highest we have seen even
on a national level. At the Center, we
have downsized by eliminating our
satellite site and decreasing the hours
and salaries of our employees.
However, the need for our services has
not decreased. In fact, we are currently
looking at 8 new potential participants

and trying to figure out how we can make the necessary
arrangements needed for enrollment at the Center. Many of
these families have been waiting for our services for many
years! How do we remodel a room to make it accessible for
these families when the state refuses to pay us for services 
we have provided during the last 4 months? How are we 
supposed to pay our bills and make payroll? How do we keep
telling our loyal employees to do more with less resources?
They haven’t had any increase in pay for over 3 years.
Unfortunately, if you work for a non-profit in Illinois, this is
your fate.  

The ability to come to work every day is very important to
our participants. Every challenge they undertake is done so
with gusto, whether they are helping make our handmade
dog biscuits, working in Super Shredders, cutting flowers in
Moments or assembling and packaging in Hope Industries.
No job is too big or too small. The frustration for participants
and for us is not having enough work available for those who
want to earn a paycheck. In our vocational training areas,

excitement can be felt when
accomplishments are met as
participants learn to use adaptive devices to control
their wheelchairs, operate a blender or use a computer
for the first time. Yes, at Barbara Olson Center of Hope,
we celebrate both small and large accomplishments.
Our frustration is not having enough equipment for
everyone to have the opportunity to reach their individ-
ualized goals. We see those goals as significant steps in
our participants’ drive to reach their dreams. 

Governor Quinn is threatening to further cut our services
in order to reduce the horrible budget deficit. Yet, there does-
n’t seem to be a problem keeping open the big institutions
that warehouse folks with disabilities and that cost the state
and all of us taxpayers so much more money than communi-
ty services. When will it stop? 

When will the people and legislators in Illinois come
together to make the kind of cuts that won’t hurt people who
are the most vulnerable, and have the most to lose? Please,
write to Governor Quinn at 207 Statehouse, Springfield, IL
62706, and urge him to not cut funding to individuals with
disabilities or any community human services provider. We at
the Center know the value of jobs, both our own and the par-
ticipants’ “work”. We just hope that the Governor doesn’t take
our participants’ livelihood completely away, and we become
another unemployment statistic in the Rock River Valley.

We have been so amazed and appreciative of all the sup-
port the Center has seen during this economic downturn. We
can never thank our supporters enough for continuing to
allow all our participants to dream their dreams. 
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Lucky Winners
of Mega Raffle

The Parents’ Auxiliary proudly announced
that the last Mega-Raffle drawing in

December, 2009 had a profit of $2305 for the
Center of Hope. Thanks to all the people
who sold tickets, and thanks to all who
bought tickets. The lucky winners and prizes
of the Dec. ’09 raffle were:

John Steele, Rockford - $300 cash

Tina Walker, Stillman Valley - $200 cash

Erika Hillabolt, Rockford - 3-month family
membership @YMCA

Bobbi Manka, Lake in the Hills – Quilt by
the Quilters at Salvation Army, donated
by Helen Graves 

Lesley Hilpolick – Overnight stay @ Fairfield
Inn in Rockford

Marianne Penney, Loves Park – Woodman’s
$100 gift card

Luella LaBrant, Rockford – Red Lobster $70
gift card

Nik Batari, Beloit – Country Side Meats $50
gift card

Alice Balsley, Rockton - $50 gas gift card

9-pin Bowling for
Center of Hope

Imagine our surprise when a Rockford
Para-transit bus driver, Dominic

Eterno, informed the Center that since
he’s gotten to know his riders, (some of
our participants) he wants to organize a
bowling tournament fundraiser for our
benefit.  That’s what he set out to do—
and he did a great job!

Dominic asked friends and busi-
nesses for donations for door prizes, he
arranged to hold the event at the Forest
Hills Lanes and the Center of Hope
advertised the event in its newsletter,
emails, flyers, etc. On a rainy Saturday,
the crowd at the bowling alley had a
great time bowling for fun and for a
good cause. Our thanks go out to
Dominic, the many prize donors and

the Forest Hills Lanes in Loves Park for
helping to create a great event.
Dominic is making this an annual event
and has already secured Sat. Oct. 2,
2010 for the 2nd Annual Bowling for
the Center. For a more centralized loca-
tion, this year’s event will be at the Park
Lanes, 5318 N. Second St., in Loves Park.

Watch for more information on our
Facebook page and flyers. Come join
the fun!



Tasty Gift Idea

Did you know that the Center of
Hope has a “Taste of Hope” cook-

book available?
It is a culinary journey compiled

by the friends, families and staff of the
Barbara Olson Center of Hope to cele-
brate the 60th anniversary of the
Center.  The large size, spiral bound
format, with easy to follow recipes for
Appetizers, Beverages, Breads, Breakfasts, Candy, Cookies,
Desserts, Entrees, Salads, Vegetable and more, is a great gift
idea for Bridal showers, Birthdays (male & female),
Housewarming gifts and Christmas! You can purchase this
book for $10 in our lobby. If you’d like one mailed, please add
$5 to your check for shipping and handling.

Know a Dog? Read this!

Many participants at the Center of Hope work at the
Center’s “gourmet dog biscuit business”. It’s called

GourMutts and we want everyone to know about it!
GourMutt biscuits are handmade, with all natural ingredi-

ents, just like you buy at the grocery store. The participants
learn and practice many skills as they purchase, measure and
mix the ingredients, crank the dough through the rollers, set
the oven, cut and bake, then cool and bag these treats. The
variety of flavors and shapes makes these wholesome biscuits
fun treats to give to your favorite pooch. They also make
thoughtful gift bags when going to a dog-lover’s home.

The small bags of treats are available for sale at our
Central Ave. location. All the Beef-A-Roo drive-through win-
dows will hand you a treat if your dog is in your car! The fol-
lowing animal clinics and hospitals support the Center by
selling GourMutts. Anyone can walk in and buy them. Please
support these Rockford businesses and thank them for sup-
porting the Center of Hope.

Alpine Veterinary Hospital, 4502 Charles St.
Auburn Animal Clinic, 2515 Auburn St.
Bellwood Animal Hospital 1869 N. Bell School Rd.
Hillcrest Animal Hospital, 227 N. Alpine Rd.
Perryville Pet Hospital, 1917 Daimler Rd.
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Last October, after months of preparation, the 8th annual art
show was presented at Cliffbreakers. With the downturn in

the economy, we wanted to show that art is more than some-
thing to hang on a wall. Thank you to the artists, parent volun-
teers and staff who worked so hard with our participants on the
usable art projects. The beautiful jewelry, colorful lamps, eye-
popping place settings and more were well-received. Of course,
all the donated original artists’ pieces and silent auction items
filled the banquet room with an elegant grace. Thanks to the
COH Board of Directors who strongly supported and promoted
the event, securing sponsorships and bringing guests. Thank
you to all the guests who came and purchased items. And thanks
to all our sponsors, especially: RHS-Dept. of Anesthesiology,
Humana, Bergstrom Inc. Charitable Foundation,
AlphaGraphics, Dr. Brad & Debbie Johnson, and Rev. René  &

Debbie Escalanté. We couldn’t have done it without you. This
was the most successful art show ever! Watch for information on
our next art show, coming to you soon.

Parents’ Auxiliary has been Busy

The Parents’ Auxiliary, under the leadership of Nancy D’Angelo,
has been a great source of help, encouragement and financial

assistance for the Center. It has undertaken many fund-raising
projects in order to provide opportunities for our participants
without cost to the Center. Here are some of their activities:

•  Most recently, they had a Bake Sale, with our participants
manning the sales tables in order to give them an
opportunity to practice math and customer service skills.

•  As they have for many
years, the Center’s parent
group organized a
Christmas party in
December for our
participants and their
families at Harlem High
School. This event is eagerly
anticipated for weeks.
Families, participants, and
some staff enjoyed a fully catered dinner with dessert, and
then had a great time dancing, enjoying refreshments and
each others’ company. Music was provided by a DJ.  

•  The Auxiliary often provides delicious baked items for
celebrations at the Center.

•  Last fall and winter, the Parents’ Auxiliary conducted a
Mega-Raffle to raise much needed funds (see separate
article).

•  Last summer, they again organized the Summer Bash party
for participants and families on the grounds of the Center of
Hope. 

The Parent Auxiliary has a monthly meeting (see Calendar of
Events) at the Center of Hope and a very informal monthly
Breakfast meeting at the Stockholm Inn on the second Saturday
of each month at 8:30 a.m. Families are welcome, but the cost of
breakfast is your own. This is a relaxed time for families to meet
and discuss their mutual goals, challenges and successes. The
Parents’ Auxiliary always appreciates new members. Please come
to a meeting or contact Nancy D’Angelo at 815-654-2871 or email
her at ndangelo@columbiapipe.com.

Artist Jeanne Coe & 
Co-Chair LaVonda Timm
admiring art for sale.

LaVonda Timm, Lynn DeLacey,
Jeanne Coe and Joan Olson-

Greenberg were thrilled with the
support shown for the 2009 

ITP Art Show at the beautiful
Cliffbreakers ballroom.

Inspired to Paint 2009 was Awesome!
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Calendar of Events 2010
April 21........................................Parent Quarterly Meeting, 7:00 p.m.
April 30.............................................................................Board Meeting
May 8...........................................Parent Breakfast Meeting, 8:30 a.m.
May 18 ..........................................Parent Monthly Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
May 28..............................................................................Board Meeting
May 31 .................................................Memorial Day, Center CLOSED
June 12 ........................................Parent Breakfast Meeting, 8:30 a.m.
June 17 ..........................................Parent Monthly Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
June 25 .............................................................................Board Meeting
June 30 ....................................Staff Conference Day, No Participants
July 5.........................................4th of July Observed, Center CLOSED
July 10..........................................Parent Breakfast Meeting, 8:30 a.m.
July 21 .........................................Parent Quarterly Meeting, 7:00 p.m.
July 30...............................................................................Board Meeting
August 14 ....................................Parent Breakfast Meeting, 8:30 a.m.
August 17 ......................................Parent Monthly Meeting, 7:00 p.m.
August 27 .........................................................................Board Meeting
September 6 ...............................Labor Day Holiday, Center CLOSED
September 11 .............................Parent Breakfast Meeting, 8:30 a.m.
September 16 ..............................Parent Monthly Meeting, 7:00 p.m.
September 17 ..........................Staff Conference Day, No Participants
September 24 ..................................................................Board Meeting

CONTRIBUTIONS
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Abuhl, Pamela
Adamany, John
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Rockford
Al Grace Appliance
Albrechtson, Fred
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Sycamore
Alpine Bank & Trust Co.
Anderson, Edie
Anderson, Nancy
Anonymous 
Anstedt,  H. Jackson
Apgar, Jean
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Asher, Rebecca
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Atwood Foundation
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Baehler, Thomas
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Bahr, Stephen
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Brooks, David
Brown, Thomas
Bruesch, Mary
Burton, Marcia
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Cain, Mary
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Carlson, Steve
Carter, Lawrence
Cascio, Carol
Casey, James
Cason, William
Castle, Jean
Cebas, Catherine
Celebron, Shirley
Chiaramonte’s Park

Variety, Inc.
Christensen, Richard
Christiansen, Patsy
Cibelius, Sela
Claeys, Jeanne
Clark, Roger
Clay, Kevin
Cliffbreakers Resort
Clodius & Co. Jewelers
Coe, Jeanne
Columbia Pipe &

Supply Co.
Community Foundation

of Northern Illinois
Connell, John
Conner, Richard
Conti, Mary
Contreras, Michael
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Davis, James
Deitrick, Dolores
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Demming, Richard
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DEW Foundation
Dewey, Alan
Dew-Martin, Terry
Dickson, LaVerne
Dickson, Thelma
Dobbins, Stella
Dohm, Ingrid
Doner, Bill
Dull, Mark
Dull-Monroe, Charlene
Dulmage, Judson
Dykstra, Gregory
Dykstra, Marilyn
E. J. Gallagher & Sons

Plumbing & Heating,
Inc.

Easton, Richard
Eberle, Gareth
Ecklor, Steven
Edlen, Dave
Edlen, Aileen
Eliason, Jon
Emery, Lamont

Escalanté, Debra
Escalanté, Rev. &  René
Estrada, Robert
Estwing Mfg. Co., Inc.
Exelon United Way
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Fath, Harold
Faulkner, Dennis
Fauntleroy, David
Faust Landmark

Resident Council
Fay, Jeannette
Fenske, Arlene
Finnicum, Craig
Fisher, Marilyn
Flanagan, Richard
Flanagan, Nancy
Flanders, John
Fleming, Janet
Floberg, Jeanne
Foster-Anderson, Cathy
Franchini, Gregory
Francis, Donald
Freund, Pauline
Fulton, James
Fulton, Marilyn
Garrett, Royce
Gaziano, Joseph
Gaziano, Raymond
Gilmore, Timothy
Giloy, Kathy
Giovingo, Phillip
Gommell, Jacqueline
Goodheart, Marsha
Grady, William
Gray, Clifford
Gray, Leon
Greenberg, Bessie
Greenfield, Roger
Greenlee, Wayne
Griffin, Doris
Gross, Emma
Halvorson, Wallace
Hamby, Sherri
Hammes, Dorothy
Hargate, Cindy
Hart, Raymond
Haskell, Ronald
Haskell, Jeanette
Hayes, Don
Hazlewood, Jean
Heil, Elsie
Heise, Jo Ann
Hemmer,  Nathan
Herdeman, Dan
Higdon, Robert
Himmel, Sophia
HMC Products, Inc.
Hoffman, Tom
Holy Family Church
Hooks, David
Hooper, Thomas
Humpal, Louise

Hutchins, Byron
Hutchison, Cora
Hutson, Beryl
IceHogs/ Metro Centre
Illinois State

Council/Knights of
Columbus

Ingrassia, John
Ingrassia, Theodore
Jansson, Ralf
Jaquet, Linda
Jasper, Bruce
Jewell, Rich
Johnson, Bradley
Johnson, George
Johnson, Richard
Johnson, Barbara
Johnson, Bernice
Johnson, Bettie
Johnson, Lois
Jourdain, Elmer
Jurgens, Richard
Keith, John
Kellen, Mark
Kerch, Mary Jane
Kickertz, Daniel
Kinsinger, Daniel
Kirkpatrick, Agnes
Kirschbaum, Frank
Kistler, Edward
Kleckner, Diane
Komarek, William
Koscak, Edward
Kovanda, Gary
Krause, Earl
Kubitz, Nancy
Kuelper, Don
Kush, Mary
LaBrant, Lu
Lafler, Mary Lou
Langejans, Gordon
Lask, Toby
Lask, Alice
Leahy, James
Lee County Title, Inc.
Leftwich, Lori
Legge, Richard
Leighton, Richard
Letourneau, Paul
Lewandowski, Ron
Lewis, Tammy
Long, Dr. &  Bernard
Loos, Deborah
Loves Park Police

Benevolent Assoc.
Luhmann, Philip
Lundgren, Dale
Lundgren, Randall
Luter, Steven
Mace, Janell
Madden, Michael
Magnuson, Cathy
Malone, Timothy

Marcec, Jerry
Mark’s Tree Care, Inc.
Marshall, Dolores
Martin, Stephen
Matthew, Octavia
Mayfield, Stan
McCollum, James
McDaniel, Harry
McGee, Lawrence
McGraw, Robert
McGuire, Vincent
McKinley, Robert
McLester, Michael
Medlar, Lloyd
Mertens, Michael
Miner Family Charitable

Trust
Monroe, Delbert
More, Angus
Mosny, Ken
Mowbray, Alan
Mower, Ruth
Nagy, Mark
Nelson, Wanda
Nemetz, Roger
Noel, Sherri
Noorman, Jack
Nordvig, Paul
Northwest Bank of

Rockford
Northwest Volunteer

Firemen’s Assn.
Oberfoell, Ronald
O’Donnell, James
Ogren, Jerry
Okeson, Mr. & Mrs. 
Olafson, Ken
Old Stone Church
Olson, Debra
Olson-Greenberg, Joan
Otto, Stephen
Otts, Chuck
Palm, John
Pandya, Vidyut
Papke, Frank
Paraprofessionals Dist.

205. Local 692
Patch, James
Pecora, Kristen
Pellman, Robert
Penwell, James
Perrecone, Marian
Peterson, Ralph
Peterson, Todd
Peterson, Shirley
Phillip, Barbara
Piccirilli, Linda
Piccirilli, Bethany
Pierce, Barbara
Piper, Mr. & Mrs.
Pitterle, Randall
Plumbers & Pipe Fitters
Plummer, John
Pomering, Marilyn
Primm, Roger
Principal Financial

Group, Inc.
Provenzano, Albert
Pull Tab Fund F.O.E 392
Pumphrey, Betty
Radakovitz, Joel 

Ralston, Bob
Ralston, Wallace
Randerson, Patricia
Ransick, Thomas
Rappa, Marsha
Reece, Betty
Reiter, Charles
Rice, Alice
Rieken-Bietau, Joyce
Riggs, Lois
Riverside Women’s

Guild
Rockford Auto Glass
Rockford Fastener, Inc.
Rockford Live & Let

Live Society
Rockford Orthopedic

Associates LTD
Rockford Park District
Rockford Spine Center
Rockford Symphony

Orchestra
Rodman, Eileen
Rogers, Jack
Rohne, Ellen
Rondone, Mary Ann
Rosandich, Mary
Roscoe Lions Club
Rudnicki, Edward
Rudy, Kevin
Ryan, James
Sacia, Marion
Salem Welca
Sandona, Genevieve
Sattelberg, Carl
Savitski, Peter
Scadden, Viola
Scandroli, Carl
Schaider, Geraldine
Schmeck, Jamie
Schober, Robert
Schoester, Gary
Schoff, Dean
Schultz, Myrtice
Schwartz, Donald
Schwenkner Charitable

Trust
Schwenkner,George &

Frances Trust
Score, Elaine
Scott’s RV, Truck & Auto

Repair, Inc.
Seaberg, Carl
Sechler, Brett
Sesterhenn, Richard
Seymour, Duane
Shannon, Kristen
Shaw, Robert
Simonson, Christian
Sinden, Art
Sio, Phyllis
Sjostrom, William
Smith, Verlan
Soriano, M. Marc
Sprigler, Mr. & Mrs. 
St. Anthony Hospital

Pharmacy
Stenzel, Paul
Stern, Wayne
Stromsdorfer, Deborah
Stubblefield, Edward

Sturm, Jay R.
Susanke, Jeffrey
Sutton, Dave
Swanson, JJ
Swedish American

Hospital
Swenson, Craig
Swinbank, Judith
Szewczyk, John
Taphorn, Jim
Taphorn, John
Taphorn, Mary
Taphorn, Susan
Taylor, Edward
Taylor, Phyllis
Thappa, Vivek
The Coleman

Foundation, Inc.
The Odean Family
Theisen, Timothy
Thomas, Pauline
Thompson, Gary
Thompson, Mark
Timm, LaVonda
Todora, Nancy
Toppe, Judith /Edward

Jones 
Trenhaile, Scott
Trepanitis, Susan
Truitt, Michael
Tudor, Warren
Tumilowicz, Patricia
Tussing, Chuck

Tyler’s Landscaping
United Methodist

Women
United Way Special

Distribution
Van Camp, Mary
VanLandingham, Mr. &

Mrs.
Vella, Barbara
Vidican, Donald
Vigliano, Mary
Wakefield, Lawrence
Waterside Benefits
Watts, Myrna
Westlake, Betty
Westminster

Presbyterian Church
Whipple, Richard
White Eagle Club of

Rockford
Wilhite, Timothy
William S. Howard

Charitable Trust
Wilson, Henry
Winsett, Carl
Wrenn, Linda
Zachary, Patricia
Zammuto, Rosemary
Zartman, William
Zawlocki, Evie
Zenith Cutter Co.

Our Sincere Thanks to All of You.
Donors 7-01-09 thru 12-31-09 

Our apologies if we have inadvertently failed to list your name. 
This in no way reflects on our appreciation.

Barbara Olson Center of Hope
3206 North Central Avenue

Rockford, IL 61101
(815) 964-9275 • Fax (815) 964-9607

www.b-olsoncenterofhope.org
A Private Not-For -Profit 501(c)3 Agency
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2009 - 2010 Board of Directors 
~ Officers ~

President .......................Pete Savitski
Vice-Pres........................Scott Dimke
Secretary .......Joan Olson Greenberg
Treasurer.............................Joe Licari

~ Members ~
Dr. Kendall Boone, 

Mary Buskohl, Nancy D’Angelo,
Timothy Horning, 

Dr. Brad Johnson, Ryan Kralka, 
Luella LaBrant, Melissa Miller, 

Sherri Noel, Kevin Rudy, 
Mike Tolliver


